Prenatal diagnosis of fucosidosis.
A pregnancy from a family at risk for fucosidosis was monitored. Determinations of fucosidase and mannosidase were performed on the serum and white blood cells of several members of the family, om amniotic fluid and amniotic fluid cells of the fetus at several passages, and on fibroblast cell lines from index cases. The fetus was diagnosed as being free from the disease. This conclusion was confirmed after birth by fucosidase determination in plasma and white cells from cord blood, and in the placenta. Fluctuations in fucosidase activity were observed in extracts from cultured amniotic cells at various passages. The possible causes of this variability are discussed.